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Session Goals

Aldentify barriers to student voting

ADescribe approach taken to overcome
barriers

APresent ideas for ceating collaborative
relationships in grassroots movement

AEvaluate existing resources

ARecognize value of social science
perspective

ADemonstrate tailoring actions to a particular
community

ADemonstrate data used and datadriven
actions

AShare ideas




Low college-age national voting rates

Fall 2019: Informationgathering

A Informal focus groups (~ 60 students)

A lIssues of importance to students

A Low voting rates in local elections

A Political information obtained from social media

A Lack of access to nonpartisan resources

A Unfamiliar with practical aspects of voting

A Feelings of disengagement or anxiety related to voting

Surveys from Classroom Visits
2020 & 2021

Indicate your level of agreement
with this statement:

| know where to find sources of
nonpartisan, unbiased political
information (N=256)
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Civic Engagement
and the
Public Affairs Mission

Paws to the Polls formed tacrease
voter engagement and voting
knowledge at Missouri State University.
Our mission is tdrive culture change
by turning MSU into a votlng campus.
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public affairs, our aim is to weave civic
engagement into the fabric of the
university via education and outreach



February & early March 2020

T|menne A Initial meetings

Mid-March 2020
A Pandemic begins, campus closed

PAWS e POUS

BEARS VoTE

( igs ) 58 Q R o April and May 2020
" I ER A— A Multiple meetings per week via Zoom




Timeline
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Evolution of a logg

Summer 2020

A Video production

A Voter Education Curriculum produced
A Proposal prepared for campus funding
A Production of Voter Information Booklet

Fall 2020

A Tabling, presentations, distribution of Voter Information
Booklet

A Partnership established with Office of Public Affairs
Support; website development




Current & Former Participants as Co  -Authors

Emily Fessler Liz Wer

Ava Taylo




A Logistical barriers VOTING LAW, HB 1878:

A E I eCtl on I aws an d po I | C | es VOTER ID RESTRICTIONS EFFECTIVE 8-22-23

PHOTO 1.D. REQUIRED flrustusia-pu ot otobsias gt st e i
A pired Missouri driver’s license or non-driver state ID card;
A xpired military ID, including a veteran's ID card;
g U

A
+A photo ID that expired after the last general election (Nov. 2020)

A Educational barriers v e 7 con ottt et

VOTER REGISTRATION RESTRICTIONS ON HOLD

A Lack of institutional transmission of voting information

A Little opportunity to discover personal relevance of voting
A Bias and misnformation in resources . =

* 2 weeks no-excuse in-person absentee voting with photo If|

A Not knowing they can register where they attend college / e

* No absentee ballot drop boxes

A Perceived barriers
A Emotional and psychological factors




Overcoming the Barriers

A Solutions: logistical barriers
A Distribute information to counter confusion and voting law changes
A Advocate for college student voter access in Jefferson City

A Solutions: educational barriers
A Provide practical information on the voting process
A Facilitate understanding the relevance of voting
A Offer nonpartisan resources,clarify voting regulations

A Solutions: perceived barriers
A Familiarize students with voting process to ease anxiety
A Provide information to promote engagement
A Strive to enhance outreach




Exploring EXxisting Resources

Acam p us Fact-Checking websites: ey
: : : POLITIFACT BEFACTCHECK.ORG ~ S,4 Science Feedback
A Office of Public Affairs Support
AAmerican Democracy Project Unbiased sources of political information:

ANSLVE U.S. Vote Foundation www.usvotefoundation.org:
%HS-}{QTE Assists citizens to register, vote and request

AcampUS Central POlllng Location absentee ballots; provides voter information

Vote Smart www.votesmart.org: Provides
unbiased information on candidates via various
categories of information

':&"HITE SMART

FACTS MATTER

ACommunity
AGreene County Clerk WeAlISides
ALeague of Women Voters

All Sides www.allsides.org: News from left, right,
and center perspectives

_ ActiVote www.activote.net: App that is the one-stop
Activiste shop for all things political: elected officials, candidates,
current legislation, plus daily surveys and results




Accessing & Utilizing Funding

A Assess funding needs
A Engage students

A Food, giveaways

A Fun or interesting

A Make local government visible
A Internal funding for faculty/staff

Paws to the Polls Funding History

2020 LWV Education Fund, $400

2020 SGA Student Initiative Fund Grant, $6831
2021 SGA Student Initiative Fund Grant, $7639
2021 LWV Education Fund, $1000

2022 SGA Student Initiative Fund Grant, $10,966
2022 LWV Education Fund, $1000

2023 LWV Education Fund, $1700

2020-24  Office of Public Affairs Support
logistical & in-kind support

2022-= OWWWWWAT Y2Yt qkt W8 nnRFE

®  registeredto
Vote?




Paws to the Polls

Voter Education Initiative

4 )
/ Student Organization \
Education Outreach Support & Advocacy
A _ (Campus and Community) A Legislative Iteractions
A Voter Education Modules A Voter Registration Tabling A Jefferson City
Voter Information Booklets :
A \iideo Production A Presentations A On campus
A Events A Liaison w/Greene County (ﬁk




Paws to the Polls

Voter Education Initiative

Education \

Support
Outreach & Advocacy

uf qlORt ORUGQRGORIT ¢ qRUNIKONY ! IOHY GG UINIIKOH gqal WUqt IOqYONn1J1Ja ORY
curricula. Young people are magically expected to have this information, but the voting process can be

complicated and initially very intimidating. That is why initiatives like Paws to the Polls are so important in
610G GRUNKgYOUII e HE qlJIOc HY 2 qtOq 6 13102 Y g RU N HOG| ¢ #I10 1Y 1U REGDOHAISIOHBHE




Paws to the Polls

Five modules:
Personalize voting

Registering to vote, regulations, locating
nonpartisan information

Identifying your election districts and
your elected officials

Recognizing and avoiding bias

Familiarization with voting process

~ 3 hrstotal to complete

~ 640students have accessed curriculum

Module 5

Casting Your Vote




Paws to the Polls

Voter Education
o [ i Curriculum Results

ASample results, Fall 2022Fall 2023
A2 self-assessment guestions
A 14 objective questions

Gl 26 AYLEZNIIFIYyOd R2 &2

Pretest (N=280) Posst (N=253)
1104 1.4% 5% <1%

Very important “ ‘l
Somewhat important

Mot very important

Not important at all

X square = 21.06 p<.001



Paws to the Polls

Voter Education
Curriculum Results

Voting-Related Knowledge

Pretest (N=280)
Il

Registering to vote

All variables
sign. @ p<.00!

Choosing where to vote
Where | cast my vote
Forms of voting

ID needed to vote
Absentee voting

How to read a ballot
Bias and misinformation

How to find nonpartisan political
information

History of voting
Overall knowledge on how to vote

Pogest (N=253)




Paws to the Polls

A Voter Information
0 Registration and voting process, absentee voting, etc.
o Nonpartisan sources of political information
o Benefits of voting at school vs. home

A Linktree toonline resources

A ~9000 distributed (printed copies)
0 All incoming firstyear students
0 Presentations
Missouri State! o Tabling events
o Community

Get Your Vote On,

Voter Information and Resources 2028

df every college student in the United States who was eligible to vote sought information from various sources,

asked themselves hard questions about where their beliefs come from, had conversations with people who
disagreed with them, and exercised their right to votethe entire country would experience a significant change for
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Local Election Voter Guide

What's ==

onyour [ 4 AProduced, printed, and distributed for April 2023 and
?@4‘3\\" = = = =
Ballot? &= April 2024 municipal elections

ACandidate responses to studentdeveloped
Nonpartisan Guide to questions

the Greene County

Municipal Election Alnformation on ballot measures

o Shrincad MO A=ZAMMMLIWbh = Ob WOIHBtEhESIM Wb h = M b
o Campus
o Community




Video Production

A Student-produced
A Student perspectives on voter engagement

A2020
A"Finding Your Voice"
A"Casting Your Vote"

A2024
A Remake of "Casting Your Vote
A "33 Questionswith Paws to the Poll§
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Paws to the Polls
Voter Education Initiative

[ Edﬁ Outreach F;port ]

& Advocacy

o )
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Important process for young votersVoting,especially as a student at Missouri State University witls public

affairs mission, should be something to bgroud of. But to make that happen fothe majority of students, we

must first help to change the culturec | Y2 UT 102 YqRURN K¢ UT 100 ¢ t 1J IOR&BIY e U ROY s Wsn ot




3= Campus Collaborations

Campus Offices & Departmerg<ollaboration & Support
wOffice ofPublic Affairs Support*
wDepartment of Sociology, Anthropology, & Gerontology
wDepartment of Political Science
wOffice of Multicultural Programs
wFirstYear Programs
WWSAaARSYOS [ATSQa 5A0S
w YR Y2 NBX

~16 Student OrganizatiomsCollaboration & ¥
Participation

*Provides logistical, Hkind, and financial support for events

f 00wy
' Public Affairs |

Events




Paws to the Polls
Voter Education Initiative
|
IIIIII Partners

League of Women Voters of SW Missouri Greene County Clerk

GREENE

|
w

LEADERSHIP
SPRINGFIELD




Voter Education Initiative
|
OUtreaCh &Ad‘m‘::v P reS e n tatl 0 n S

Campus

A~4600 students reached via classroom presentations

A Presentationsto ~160 students in residencehalls,
student organizations, & campus groups

Community

A Youth Civic Leadership Institute

A Greenwood Lab School

A Alpha Phi Alpha (MLK Day Panel, 2022)

A Drew Lewis Foundation e

A History Museum e
dPeerto-peer engagement is real, and Paws to the Polls understands that and uses that to motivate the Missouri
State student body. While it takes some time to change the culture of a university, there are students that are

Gett RYUecqUIOc HY 2 qqiOoq6 Rt 1O¢c UT 1Oq 1 2 G ! HOs ¢ U aFrAaRYGHD! L] N3O~ HiOIOH LD




Paws to the Polls
Voter Education Initiative

Tabling & Activities

Campus

A 40+ days of voter
registration tabling

A Trivia nights

A Election Day tabling @
campus Central Polling

Location

1600+ students have
participated in our events

Community
A Labor Day Parade
AMLK, Jr. Day events

A High school voter reg
(WILWV)

With community partners




Paws to the Polls
Voter Education Initiative

£ VOTING -
AWARENESS

Tuesday, October 17th1 200-3:30PM, MRC (PSU101)

* Leam about voting and advocacy from PROMO & Paws to the Polls

« Who is PROMO? Missouri's statewide organization advocating for
LGBTQ+ equality

* Whois Paws to the Polls? Our own non-partisan campus organization
to increase civic engagement with a focus on voter participation and
voter literacy at Missouri State University

Regjisterto vote & get
<

A Introduced Fall 2022

A Includes 3 Voting Fairs (~1100 attendees)

A Presentations

A Voter registration tabling

A Social media contest

A Offices & classes have created activities
qRGO VI WaqYWHYRUHARI JlWs R @
1 DIt W

& Your Voice
Matters




Paws to the Polls

Voter Education Initiative

m Outreach

Voter Awareness Week Event

October 6, 2022 AElected Officials Discussion Panel, 2023

Plaster Student Union Theater
3:30-5:00 PM

Collaborative Conversations: ALocal Election Candidate Forums 2023 & 2024

A Discussion with Our Elected Officials

Agenda

Introduction Suzanne Walker-Pacheco, PhD
& Zion Riffe-Stevens, Grad. Asst.

Opening Remarks Ken McClure, Mayor of Springfield ELECTIONS

Panel Discussion | Q&A Nora Cox, Moderator M ayoral hopefu Is face off in

Closing Remarks Paws to the Polls student leader

GUEST SPEAKERS candidate forum organized by
)

Missouri State student group

Andrew Sullender Springfield News-Leader
Published 5:03 a.m. CT Feb. 28, 2023

A
A

0O X = 4
Senator Senator Representative Representative
Doug Beck Lincoln Hough Alex Riley Betsy Fogle
District 1 District 30 District 134 District 135

S Missouri State.
A e Visit the "
S % Paws to the Polls Today’s program is sponsored by:
e o ¥  shsite Paws to the Polls with support of the

MSU Office of Public Affairs Support
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