


























Award Recipient Information Form 

Congratulations on being nominated and chosen as a   
Missouri State University Citizen Scholar! 

 
The form below will be used for the presentation script to the Board of Governors, our Web page, and to prepare 
press releases within Springfield local media and recipient’s hometown media outlets.  
 
Please provide the requested information in sentence format and return the completed form via email to 
PeggyJones@MissouriState.edu by 5:00 p.m., October 29.  The fields are expandable.  
 
1. Full Name and/or Nickname:  

Emily Fessler 
2. Preferred name for Certificate and publications: 

Emily Fessler  
3. The presenters of the award will want to make sure they pronounce your name correctly. Please include a phonetic 

pronunciation for our presenters.  
Em-ily (Eh-mih-lee)  Fess-ler (Fuh-eh-ss-luhr) 

4. Hometown and High School:  
Sheboygan, Wisconsin – Etude High School  

5. Hometown media outlets:  
Sheboygan Press, Sheboygan Sun, 101.5 WHBL (Radio) 

6. Voting registration address (used for presentation at the Capitol in Jefferson City):  
4006 S Lone Pine Ave Unit 214 Springfield, MO 65804 

7. Expected Graduation Date:  
July 2022 

8. Immediate family members of Citizen Scholar recipients are encouraged to attend the dinner and award presentation. 
Please list the names, full address and relationship of those you wish to be accompany you on this auspicious occasion 
(due to COVID members should be close family and will be sitting at the same table):  

Cindi Reichgeld, 1524 N 37th St Apt D2 Sheboygan, WI, Mother  
Adam Fessler, 4006 S Lone Pine Ave Unit 214 Springfield, MO, Husband  

9. Family Members who are Missouri State Alum(s): 
N/A 
 

10. Family members currently enrolled as a student(s):  
N/A 
 

11. What is your favorite thing about being a Missouri State student? 
My favorite thing about being a Missouri State student is all the amazing opportunities to work on research, connect 
with the community, and help solve real problems. Through my relationships with faculty and staff, I have had 
fantastic opportunities to be connected with things greater than myself and the University. I’ve gotten the chance to 
form real and lasting connections with professionals all over the state and country.  

12. What is one of your best accomplishments or favorite memories as a student? 
One of my favorite memories as a Missouri State student comes from my undergraduate experience as a University 
Ambassador. As a University Ambassador, I had the chance to connect with potential students from all over and help 
encourage them to find their place at MSU. On one of my summer tours, I got to meet two nontraditional students 
who were looking to move from Arkansas and transfer to another University. I made such a great connection with 
them, that they came back for two more tours and ironically ended up with me as their Ambassador again. They fell 
in love with MSU through my guidance and found their home here. As a Graduate Student that was tabling one day, 
they came up and remembered me. They told me about how much of an impact I had made on them that they were 
in their second year here at MSU. Not only did they remember who I was, but they explained that the connection I 
had formed with them was so meaningful and impactful on their decision, that they couldn’t see them getting an 
education anywhere else.  

13. What are your plans for the future? 

mailto:PeggyJones@MissouriState.edu


After I finish my MPH and Graduate Certificate this summer, I plan to work in the area and then move for my 
Doctoral Program. I intend to get either a PhD in Medical Anthropology or a DrPH in Public Health. My goal is to be a 
professor, merging the disciplines of Medical Anthropology and Public Health. My long-term goal is to one day 
create a joint master’s program at a university.  

14. How have your experiences prepared you for your future? 
All of my experiences at MSU have prepared me in some way, whether that was my time as a University Ambassador 
teaching me how to connect with new people or my time as an intern with AIDs Project of the Ozarks developing my 
passion for prevention and education. My experience working as an undergraduate Teaching Assistant, taught me 
how to work with college students, encourage and motivate them, and develop my abilities and skills in academia. 
As a Graduate Assistant with Ozarks Public Health Institute, I have learned how to develop research and network 
with professionals in the field. Creating the campus initiative, Paws to the Polls, I have learned the importance of 
grassroots activism. Currently, as the Student Liaison for the Missouri Public Health Association, I have been learning 
how to do policy analysis and development. All of these experiences, in addition to my coursework and being 
involved in other student organizations, I have developed the necessary skills and abilities to move forward with a 
doctoral program and continue to make lasting change in my community.  

15. Who is someone who has had a big impact on your life, and how/why? 
My mom has had the biggest impact on my life. She is the strongest and most hardworking person I have ever 
gotten to know. As a first-generation college student, coming from a low socioeconomic background, I have seen 
how much she has given me. Not materially, but emotionally. She has provided me more encouragement, love, 
kindness, and support than anyone else. She taught me how to be hardworking and driven. She showed me how to 
manage my time, be a critical thinker, and be organized. All of which were vital in my success at college. Another 
person who has made a major impact on my life is Dr. Suzanne Walker-Pacheco. As my professor and boss in 
undergrad, she has helped mold and form my passions, support my work and achievements, and encourage me to 
use my strengths and power to make meaningful and lasting change in the world.  

16. What advice would you offer to incoming students? 
My biggest piece of advice to incoming students is to do what you love. As cliché as that sounds, don’t be involved 
just to be involved. Be involved in things that you are truly passionate about, things that you can fully commit to 
and will be able to be whole heartly present for. Don’t do a major or a program because of the money you will 
make, do it because you love it and are passionate about it. Your job won’t feel like work if you love what you do. 
Take time to enjoy where you are. Be present with your peers, engage with the faculty, and build relationships 
with the staff because your time at MSU isn’t measured by the courses you take, but by the experiences you leave 
with.   

17. Other Comments:  
Go Bears!  
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